IN THE CLAIMS: ^ 
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Claims 1-38. (previously cancelled) 


I (Currently Amended) A drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle comprising: 
a motor including a stator and a rotor; 

an automatic transmission having a fluid transmitting apparatus including a front 
cover serving as , wi t h an input member for receiving driving force output from said motor and 

a lock-up clutch: and 

wherein said motor is arranged radially and axially overlapping said front cover of said 
fluid transmitting apparatus, with a predetermined gap between said rotor and said front cover of 
said fluid transmitting apparatus ; and 

wherein said rotor axially overlaps said lock-up clutch. 
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J^A^. (Currently Amended) A drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim^^^ fiirther 
comprising: 

an engine having an output shaft: 
a mo t or including a s t a t o r and a r otor; 

an automa t ic transmission having a fluid transmi tt ing appara t us with an input m e mbe r for 

r eceiving di ' iving forc e ou t pu t from an engin e and said mo t or; 
a case for receiving said motor; and 



wh e rein said motor is arrang e d radially and axially overlapping said fluid t ransmi t ting 
appara t us, wi t h a pr e d e t e rmin e d gap b et w ee n said rotor and said fluid t ransmi t ting appara t us, 
and- wherein said rotor is supported by the output shaft of the engine and the an input member of 
said fluid transmitting apparatus. 
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^"f! (Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim ^O', wherein 
said rotor includes a hub at a center of rotation thereof, said hub having a shaft portion 
contacting an output shaft of the engine only in an axially narrow area, thereby being supported 
by the output shaft for firee axial movement relative to the output shaft. 

^ (Currently Amended) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim il^ 

whe re in said fluid t ransmi tt ing appa r a t us has a f r on t cov e r covering a t urbine mnn e r and sei " ving 
as said inpu t memb e r connec t ed t o a pump imp e ll e r, and 

said fi*ont cover covers a turbine runner and includes a radially extending inner portion 
and an axially extending middle portion and said rotor is arranged on an outer side of and 
parallel to said middle portion with said predetermined gap therebetween. 

' Jo. (Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 0, wherein 
said fluid transmitting apparatus includes a multi-disc lockup clutch for connecting said input 
member to said turbine, and 
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said lockup clutch is arranged radially inward of said middle portion of said front cover. 


(Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim wherein 
said predetermined gap is within a range between 0.8 and 3.5 mm. 


>57 (Previously added) A drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle comprising: 
a motor including a stator and a rotor; 

an automatic transmission having a fluid transmitting apparatus with an input member for 
receiving driving force output from an engine and said motor; 
a case for receiving said motor; 

wherein said motor is arranged radially and axially overlapping said fluid transmitting 
apparatus, with a predetermined gap between said rotor and said fluid transmitting apparatus, 
and wherein said rotor is supported by the output shaft of the engine and an input member of said 
fluid transmitting apparatus; 

wherein said rotor comprises laminated plates and a supporting plate supporting said 
laminated plates; and 

wherein said supporting plate is directly centered by direct radial contact with an output 
shaft of the engine. 
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A^. (Currently Amended) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim^g^ 



comprising : 

a mo t or including a s t a t or and a r o t o r ; 

an automa t ic t ransmission having a fluid t ransmi tt ing appara t us wi t h an inpu t memb e r for 

r e ceiving driving forc e ou t put from an e ngin e and said mo t or; 
a case for receiving said mo t or; and 

wh e rein said motor is a rr ang e d r adially and axially overlapping said fluid t ransmi t ting 

appara t us, wi t h a predc t cmiin c d gap b et we e n said rotor and said fluid tr ansmi t ting appa r a t us, 
and wherein said rotor is fixed to and supported by only the input member of said fluid 
transmitting apparatus. 
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(Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim >6f 

wherein said fluid transmitting apparatus has a front cover covering a turbine runner and 

serving as said input member connected to a pump impeller, said front cover including a center 

portion, a middle portion extending radially outward from said center portion and an outer 

portion connected to said center portion, and 

wherein said front cover has an axial extension at said center portion, and wherein said 

rotor has a central hub mounted on said axial extension, thereby centering said rotor. 

(Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim>l^, wherein 
said fluid transmitting apparatus has a front cover covering a turbine runner and serving as said 
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input member connected to a pump impeller, and 

said front cover includes a radially extending inner portion and an axially extending 
middle portion and said rotor is arranged on an outer side of and parallel to said middle portion 
with said predetermined gap therebetween. 

^^^(Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim wherein 
said fluid transmitting apparatus includes a multi-disc lockup clutch for connecting said input 
member to said turbine, and 

said lockup clutch is arranged radially inward of said middle portion of said front cover. 
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' JfQ, (Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim wherein 

said predetermined gap is within a range between 0.8 and 3.5 mm. 

H ^ I 

I Jn. (Currently Amended) The A drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 3^ 
comprising: 

a mo t o r including a sta t or and a ro t o r ; 

an au t oma t ic tr ansmission having a fluid transmi t ting appara t us with an inpu t m e mber for 

re c e iving driving fo r ce ou t pu t f r om an e ngin e and said mo t o r ; 
a cas e for receiving said mo t or; and 

wh ere in said mo t o r is a rr ang e d r adially and axially ov er lap p ing said fluid t ransmi t ting 


apparatus, wi t h a pr e dc te i ' mined gap b et ween said rotor and said fluid t ransmi t ting apparatus, 
and 

wherein said rotor is fixed to and supported by only an output shaft of the engine. 

ii . i 

^ (Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim wherein 
said fluid transmitting apparatus has a front cover covering a turbine runner and serving as said 
input member connected to a pump impeller, and 

said front cover includes a radially extending irmer portion and an axially extending 
middle portion and said rotor is arranged on an outer side of and parallel to said middle portion 
with said predetermined gap therebetween. 

(Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim^S^, wherein 
said fluid transmitting apparatus includes a multi-disc lockup clutch for connecting said input 
member to said turbine, and 

said lockup clutch is arranged radially inward of said middle portion of said front cover. 

^fT (Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 5^, wherein 
said predetermined gap is within a range between 0.8 and 3.5 mm. 
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(Previously added) A drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle comprising: 
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a motor including a stator and a rotor; 

an automatic transmission having a fluid transmitting apparatus with an input member for 
receiving driving force output from an engine and said motor; 
a case for receiving said motor; and 

wherein said motor is arranged radially and axially overlapping said fluid transmitting 
apparatus, with a predetermined gap between said rotor and said fluid transmitting apparatus, 
and 

wherein said rotor is supported by said case and the input member of said fluid 
transmitting apparatus. 


^.^^ (Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim wherein 
said fluid transmitting apparatus has a front cover covering a turbine runner and serving as said 
input member connected to a pump impeller, and 

said front cover includes a radially extending inner portion and an axially extending 
middle portion and said rotor is arranged on an outer side of and parallel to said middle portion 
with said predetermined gap therebetween. 

(Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim^^ wherein 
said fluid transmitting apparatus includes a multi-disc lockup clutch for connecting said input 
member to said turbine, and 
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said lockup clutch is arranged radially inward of said middle portion of said front cover. 


(Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to clain^^^ wherein 
said predetermined gap is within a range between 0.8 and 3.5 mm. 


(Previously added) A drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle comprising: 
a motor including a stator and a rotor; 

an automatic transmission having a fluid transmitting apparatus with an input member for 
receiving driving force output from an engine and said motor; 
a case for receiving said motor; and 

wherein said motor is arranged radially and axially overlapping said fluid transmitting 
apparatus, with a predetermined gap between said rotor and said fluid transmitting apparatus, 
and 

wherein said rotor is supported by said case and an output shaft of the engine. 


Her (previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim^, wherein 
said fluid transmitting apparatus has a front cover covering a turbine runner and serving as said 
input member connected to a pump impeller, and 

said front cover includes a radially extending inner portion and an axially extending 
middle portion and said rotor is arranged on an outer side of and parallel to said middle portion 
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with said predetermined gap therebetween. 

^f. (Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim wherein 
said fluid transmitting apparatus includes a multi-disc lockup clutch for connecting said input 
member to said turbine, and 

said lockup clutch is arranged radially inward of said middle portion of said front cover. 
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(Previously added) The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim,^ wherein 
said predetermined gap is within a range between 0.8 and 3.5 mm. 
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